
Going to Elementary School  

in British Columbia 



How is Elementary School in 

BC the Same/Different than 

other Education Systems?



Primary School

K, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ,6

Secondary 

8, 9 , 10, 11, 12

Elementary

K, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Middle/Junior School

7, 8, 9

[Senior] Secondary

10, 11, 12

 In many areas of BC

 Overseas and in some of BC

Education Systems



What is the BEST School for my child ?

the school in your neighbourhood

everyone goes to school together



Year of Birth Placement
2014 Kindergarten

2013 Grade 1

2012 Grade 2

2011 Grade 3

2010 Grade 4

2009 Grade 5

2008 Grade 6

2007 Grade 7

Student placement is usually based on age 
For the 2019-2020 school year:



When can my child move up to the next 

grade?

children move from grade to grade based on age, not  

ability

children who need more time to learn curriculum still

move to the next grade level with other children the       

same age

teachers are trained to support learning for each child 

as an individual

resource teachers also provide additional support for    

students



How is learning in BC school’s the 

same/different from schools in other 

countries?

Learning takes place in many ways:

work done alone

 group or pair work in class

 activities completed outside of school-alone or with others

 field studies/field trips

written work

 oral work

 hands-on activities

 play-individually or in groups



Kindergarten

 full day program

 focus on play-based learning

 learning focus on social skills and basic concepts



 theme based learning using many resources [not just textbooks]

 building oral language and vocabulary [30-60%]

 students usually have only one ‘homeroom teacher’

 focus on personal development in five areas: 

- intellectual

- physical

- social

- artistic

- emotional

Grades 1-3 (Primary)



Grades 4-7 (Intermediate)

 students usually have more than one teacher

 beginning to use textbooks but not sole sources of information

 greater focus on reading and writing skills

 oral language and group work still very important

 students are expected to take responsibility for their own   

learning and conduct



Why are some students in a class with two 

grades and others are not?

 There are class size limits in Vancouver, unlike schools 

abroad

 When there are insufficient students to fill a class, 

students from two grades may be combined to reduce cost 

to the district (this occurs most frequently in elementary 

schools)

 Some programs purposely create multi-age classes for 

various educational reasons

 a combined or split class is made up of students from two 

grades, with one teacher teaching both curricula

 students in combined classes are not held back as the 

prescribed learning outcomes are grade appropriate for all 

students



All classes (single grade and combined grades) 

have a range of students at varying developmental 

stages, abilities and skills

• Teachers recognize and respond to individual student’s 

needs, interests and abilities (differentiated instruction and 

learning)

Please Note



What are the Benefits in a Combined Class?

 Students gain leadership and mentoring skills while developing 

their confidence (leaders/role models)

 Encourages friendships across grade levels and increases 

social behaviour

 Encourages and develops a sense of responsibility and 

positive attitudes

 Allows for a broader range of experiences



The Vancouver School Board is committed to providing an inclusive 
environment for ALL students.

The profiles of students with special needs are reviewed by staff 
from the VSB’s Learning Services.  Examples of supports include:

 Resource Teacher

 Student Support Workers (para-professional)

 Consultation from Learning Services staff

 Special Education Program Placement

Individualized Education Plans are developed in consultation with 
parents.  These plans include goals and objectives that reflect the 
child’s needs.  Specific strategies/interventions are identified, as 
well as ways to measure progress.

School staff encourage the involvement of parents in the decision 
making process on how best to support students with special needs.



Homework

Will my child have homework?

What is the purpose of homework?  

How much will there be? 

Homework has many purposes including to:

•get ready for new learning the next day

•practise and strengthen understanding of what 

has been learned

• increase fluency (reading and writing)

• increase vocabulary knowledge

•practise working on tasks both independently 

and in groups



Some examples of homework include:

• completing assigned class work

• reading silently or aloud

•watching a specific program on TV or the internet 
to gain more information about a topic under 
study

•writing tasks

•working with classmates on a project

• gathering information from various sources such 
as the library, and internet

Homework



The Ministry of Education sets limits as to how much   

homework a child should be assigned each day

these limits are related to the age of the child

Homework



Will my child receive help with his/her 

English? 
 ALL students are enrolled in grade/age level classes

 IF English language support is needed, it is given as:

• small group focus work [outside of class]

• in-class support

• other variations depending on school/student needs

 amount of support given varies and depends on 

individual student needs

 The ELL resource teacher and the classroom teacher will work

together to develop an appropriate program for your child 



 it may take up to 2 years to learn basic English 

communication skills

 it may take many years to become academically proficient in 

another language  

 it can take up to seven years to learn the language of 

textbooks 

7 Years













How do the teachers decide how well my child 

is learning?  

Will my child receive letter grades?  

How are the letter grades determined?

 students receive Progress Reports - 3 times per school year

 letter grades are not given to everyone in the elementary grades

 no letter grades are given to children in grades K-3

 letter grades are given to students in grades 4-7

 some students do not receive letter grades

• students with weak English skills 

• students with learning needs



Letter grades may be based on many different types of 

student work:

 classroom participation

 daily class tasks and assignments

 informal quizzes

 formal tests

 student work samples

 projects

 homework

 group work



REPORT INSERT – ELL (Grades 2-7): Levels of Progress Toward English Language Acquisition (English Version) 

 

Students Name : _________________________________________________     School Year : ______________ 
 
ELL Resource Teacher : ___________________________ Grade: ____   Division : ____    1st      2nd    3rd     Report  

Support                       Times per Week 
ELL Reception             ____________ 
ELC (Centre)                ____________ 
In-Class                        ____________ 
 

 
Emerging / Beginning:  Student is starting to learn English (receives extensive help) 
Developing:                    Student is beginning to communicate in simple English with frequent grammatical errors (receives a lot of help) 
Expanding:                      Student can communicate ideas in English with errors in grammar (receives some help) 
Consolidating:                Student is approaching grade-level proficiency in English (receives some help) 
 
  

 LEVEL 1 (Emerging / Beginning) LEVEL 2 (Developing) LEVEL 3 (Expanding) LEVEL 4 (Consolidating) 

Listening 
* Students for 

whom none of the 
descriptors apply 
are at pre-
emergent level.  
This progress 
report is not 
applicable 

 
 pre-emergent 
 

1. understands little English 
 

2. understanding requires 
repetition, visual cues, and 
extensive processing time 

 

3. begins to follow other students 
in class routines 

 

4. comprehends parts of lessons 

1. understands simple sentences in 
a conversation, but requires 
repetition 

 

2. requires less wait time and 
repetition before responding 

 

3. follows simple directions with 
prompts and repetition 

 

4. understands short oral lessons 

1. understands more complex 
sentences with repetition and 
rephrasing 

 

2. takes little wait time to 
respond 

 

3. follows a series of directions 
with prompts 

 

4. understands grade level 
lessons with support 

1. understands more complex 
sentences, with minimal support 
 

2. rarely takes wait time to respond 
 

3. successfully follows directions at 
grade level, most of the time 

 

4. understands content of grade 
level academic lessons with 
minimal teacher guidance 

Speaking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 pre-emergent 

1. begins to name concrete and 
functional objects 
 

2. expresses basic needs 
 

3. begins to respond to questions 
with yes/no, or with one or two 
words 

 

4. speaks little or no English 
 

5. pronunciation interferes with 
being understood 

1. vocabulary of functional words 
is growing 

 

2. begins to take part in social 
conversations and some class 
lessons 

 

3. asks and answers simple 
questions 

 

4. speaks hesitantly, rephrasing 
and searching for words 

 

5. pronunciation can interfere with 
being understood 

 

6. compensates for limited 
vocabulary by using known 
vocabulary and /or awkward 
wording 

 

7. grammar errors frequently 
interfere with communication 

1. uses growing vocabulary with 
some errors in usage 
 

2. participates hesitantly in 
classroom discussions, with 
teacher guidance 

 

3. is usually able to ask questions 
for clarification 

 

4. speaks with some hesitations 
 

5. pronunciation sometimes 
interferes with meaning 

 

6. sometimes uses awkward 
wording 

 

7. grammar errors sometimes 
interfere with communication 

1. uses social and content specific 
vocabulary, with support, at 
grade level 
 

2. participates hesitantly in social 
conversations and small group 
discussions 

 

3. is able to ask questions for 
clarification 

 
4. rarely hesitates when speaking 
 

5. occasionally makes pronunciation 
errors, but they do not interfere 
with meaning 

 

6. rarely uses awkward wording 
 

7. grammar errors do not interfere 
with communication 

 



 LEVEL 1 (Emerging / Beginning) LEVEL 2 (Developing) LEVEL 3 (Expanding) LEVEL 4 (Consolidating) 

Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 pre-emergent 

1. recognizes letters and numbers 
 

2. begins to use phonics to sound 
out simple words 

3. begins to recognize a few high-
frequency sight words 

 

4. attempts to read by using 
pictures to support meaning 

 

5. participates in choral reading 
but has little understanding 

1. …….. 
 

2. Oral reading demonstrates use 
of some decoding skills 

 

3. has a growing vocabulary of 
sights words 

 

4. is beginning to use reading 
strategies to assist 
comprehension 

 

5. reads familiar and patterned 
material 

1. ……… 
 

2. uses decoding skills and a 
variety of reading strategies, 
with teacher guidance 

 

3. has acquired basic sight 
vocabulary for grade level 

 

4. reads and understands easy 
fiction 

 

5. reads and understands simple 
content-area material 

1. ……. 
 

2. With assistance, uses varied 
reading strategies to aid 
understanding 

 

3. has acquired most grade level 
sight vocabulary 

 

4. reads and understands most 
fiction at/near grade level, with 
support 

 

5. reads and understand non-fiction 
near grade level, with support 

 

6. requires support to read, 
interpret and evaluate a variety 
of reading materials 

 

7. is increasingly able to find details 
in texts at/near grade level 

Writing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 pre-emergent 
 

1. relies on drawings and labels to 
convey meaning 
 

2. - can copy alphabet letters or 
words 
- can copy pattern sentences 

 

3. Begins to use invented spelling 
based on letter sounds 
 

4. Uses repetitious and limited 
vocabulary 

 

5. Produces limited output 
 

6. Intended meaning of 
unsupported writing is often 
unclear 

1. ……. 
 

2. Writes simple sentences with 
limited variation in verb tense 

 

3. Uses conventional spelling for 
commonly used words 

 

4. Compensates for limited 
vocabulary 

 

5. Writing exercises require extra 
time 

 

6. – begins to apply rules of writing 
and grammar, with many errors 

 

-writing contains sentence 
fragments, run-ons 
 

7. Begins to organize and sequence 
ideas, with teacher guidance 

1. ……. 
 

2. Begins to use a variety of 
sentence structures 
appropriate for grade level, 
with some errors  

 

3. Is learning to use rules of 
spelling 

 

4. Uses more varied vocabulary 
 

5. Often needs extra time to 
write tests and assignments 

 

6. –applies rules of writing and 
grammar taught in class, when 
fewer errors 
-sometimes uses awkward 
wording 
 

7. can organize and develop 
ideas with teacher guidance 

1. ……. 
 

2. Uses a variety of sentence 
structures, with some errors 

 
3. Has learned most of the rules of 

spelling at/near grade level 
 

4. Vocabulary is at/near grade level 
expectation 

 

5. Rarely needs extended time for 
written assignments 

 

6. Applies rules of writing and 
grammar 

 

7. Begins to write more clearly with 
some organization 

 

Signature:  _______________________________________________  
  ELL Resource Teacher / Administrator 
 
 
Additional comments:  
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 







What can I do to help my child be 

successful in school?



Continue to Develop and Use Your 

First/Home Language

We want to encourage you and your family to continue using your 

first language at home.  If students are good readers and writers in 

their first language, these skills will transfer to reading and writing 

in English.

Reading at home in first language Learning English at school



Get Involved with your Children’s 

Education at School



 go with your children to activities or 

events at the school

 attend assemblies 

 encourage after-school activities

 join the Parent Advisory Committee (PAC)

 attend teacher Conferences

 visit the classroom/school

 volunteer at the school

 read/have your children read to you their 

agenda, newsletter, forms, flyers…….

 take an interest in what your children are 

learning



ask your children about their 

homework or class assignments

ask your children to summarize a 

particular idea or a chapter read in 

a book  

 this can be done in your home 

language



 allow your children to telephone other 

classmates to discuss homework 

 often assignments involve group projects 

 invite English speaking friends over to play or do 

homework



Support Your Children



VISIT THE LIBRARY

 visit the public library with your children

borrow English books and bilingual books

participate in the family programs at the 

public library

 read ebooks online together



TumbleBook Library



TumbleBook Library

Vancouver Public Library
http://www.vpl.ca/electronic_databases/alpha/t

http://www.vpl.ca/electronic_databases/alpha/t


http://www.vpl.ca/extDB/login.remoteDB?

TumbleBookLibrary

http://www.vpl.ca/extDB/login.remoteDB?TumbleBookLibrary




Tumblebooks is also available on Telus tv channel 88



Choose Books That Are Appropriate 

Remember the Five Finger Rule



Encourage Your Child to Read Everyday

 Read together 

(1st language books as well) 

 Read a variety of materials 

(books, magazines, newspapers, graphic novels) 

 Have a regular quiet time and place to read 

(no distractions, no music, turn off the t.v.) 



At Home

have a quiet place in your home where your children can do

homework

set up a regular schedule “homework time”

have a regular “bedtime” at a decent hour every day



 Limit television and 

computer games

 Allow some in English 

and some in your home 

language

 Children should try to watch one 

show in English several times a 

week

 Have children summarize/discuss 

the show they watched (tell 

what they enjoyed about the 

show)

Do NOT allow TV or computer in student’s bedroom.

T.V. and Computers



In the Community

join activities at the Community Centre that involve English 
(listening & speaking) (cooking, skating, summer camps, 
crafts etc..)

join group activities (Scouts, Girl Guides, summer camps,     
soccer, softball ...)



Interact with your Children



Play together 

(board games, cards, basketball, bicycle, swim,   

video/computer games etc…)

Visit places together where children can read, hear and  

use English

(Science World, Aquarium, Space Museum, Community 

family festivals/programs, Art Gallery etc…)



Learn together

• read together, have your children read     

an English book to you

• practice speaking English to each other



Encourage Your Children



Praise your children

Help your children feel good about learning by 

making them feel good about themselves 

Celebrate their successes

Acknowledge their efforts



Be Enthusiastic

Show children that learning is exciting/fun

Motivate children to do well in school

Give the message that homework is not a boring 

chore



Be a Role Model

Read a variety of materials

• books, newspapers, magazines

Learn English

• take some English classes

• practise speaking English together

Pursue a hobby/interest

• share your hobbies with your children

• encourage your children to have hobbies of 
their own



Be Patient 

Remember that learning a new language takes TIME.



7 YEARS

REMEMBER

It may take up to 2 years to learn basic English 

communication skills

It may take many years to become academically proficient 

in another language 

It can take up to seven years to learn the language of the 

textbooks



Online Resources: 

Tumblebooks: Telus TV channel 88 
http://www.vpl.ca/electronic_databases/cat/C88 
You will need a Vancouver Public Library card to sign in. 



Starfall

http://www.starfall.com/

http://www.starfall.com/


Vancouver School Board: Webcat Library Catalogue 

http://webcat.vsb.bc.ca

You will need to ask your school 

librarian for the: 

Username: 

Password: 

http://webcat.vsb.bc.ca/


Learn English Kids 
http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/


Vocabulary Games 
http://www.vocabulary.co.il/

http://www.vocabulary.co.il/

